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SUB J : STATUS OF DUTCH GOVERNMENT DECISION ON SOUTH AFRICAN 
NUCLEAR REACTOR 

REF: THE HAGUE 4979 

1. DUTCH PARTICIPATION IN THE CONSORTIUM WHICHIS ATTEMPTING 
TO SELL A NUCLEAR REACTOR TO SOUTH AFRICA WAS REVEALED ONE 
MONTH AGO. THE DEBATE THAT FOLLOWED HAS REVEALED A CLOSE 
BALANCE BETWEEN THE SUPPORTERS OF THE SALE, WHO POINT TO THE 
ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO BE GAINED, AND THE OPPONENTS, WHO CLAIM 
THAT APARTHEID WOULD BE STRENGTHENED AND THE NUCLEAR 
EQUIPMENT USED FOR MILITARY PURPOSES. 

2. TWO VOTES IN PARLIAMENT NOVEMBER 20 RESULTED IN A NARROW 
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VICTORY FOR THE OPPONENTS. BY A MARGIN OF ONE VOTE, THE 
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SECOND CHAMBER APPROVED A MOTION CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT NOT 
TO SUPPLY NUCLEAR MATERIALS TO COUNTRIES THAT HAVE NOT SIGNED 
THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY. BY A MARGIN OF TWO VOTES. THE 
CHAMBER DEFEATED ANOTHER MOTION THAT WOULD PERMIT SUCH SUPPLIES 
TO COUNTIRES THAT ACCEPT IAEA SAFEGUARDS. THE FIRST MOTION 
WAS PROPOSED BY LABOR PARTY SPOKESMAN RELUS TER BEEK; THE 
SECOND HAD THE SUPPORT OF FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOEL. THE 
RESULTS CLEARLY REPRESENT A REBUFF TO VAN DER STOEL FROM HIS 
OWN PARTY. BUT THE SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR REACTOR ISSUE IS NOT 
THE SOLE CAUSE, SINCE VAN DER STOEL HAS BEEN OUT OF FAVOR 
WITH THE RADICAL WING OF LABOR FOR SOME TIME. 

3. WE DO NOT EXPECT THE VOTES TO BLOCK THE ISSUANCE OF AN 
EXPORT LICENSE IF THE CONTRACT EVENTUALLY GOES TO THE 
AMERICAN-DUTCH-SWISS CONSORTIUM. NEITHER MOTION IS BINDING 
ON THE CABINET, WHERE THE CONSENSUS OF ALL KEY MINISTERS NOW 
SUPPORTS THE SALE. 

GOULD 
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